
 
 
Golf course architect Erik Larsen has teamed with St. Johns County (Fla.) Golf Club Director of Golf Wes 
Tucker, course staff, county officials and Wadsworth Golf Construction Company to renovate and rebuild a 
“traditional throwback” golf course (4900 Cypress Links Blvd., Elkton, Fla., 32033) in Northeast Florida. 
 
The St. Johns Golf Club public course will invoke thoughts of century-old courses in the NE U.S. and the UK 
with its design features and a closer proximity of practice facilities and ending holes. A target date for the re-
opening has not been established, but plans are to open mid-to-late November to early December 2022. 
 
DESIGN AND DEVELOPMENT FEATURES: 

 
•  Architect: Erik Larsen (left), a longtime Arnold Palmer associate, has 
completed the St. Johns work. Larsen Golf revitalized the Atlantic Beach (Fla.) 
CC in 2015. That course hosted the Web.com Tour Championship twice and 
the work saved the club. St. Johns is also a model project. www.larsengolf.net 
•  Design: Larsen and Tucker brainstormed old-school design principles by 
taking three old holes and changing others drastically to produce new routing. 
The par-71 course has the look of early 1900s architects Seth Raynor and C.B. 
Macdonald, including wider fairways, Biarritz, Punchbowl and Redan greens 
in places and low maintenance “coffin” bunkers throughout. A large short-
game area was created, the putting green was enlarged and the range, holes 9, 
10 and 18 were situated much closer to the clubhouse to form a social hub. 
• Funding: St. Johns was established as a county-owned facility in 1988 and 

operated as a 27-hole course for a few years despite poor conditioning with 9 holes closing 10 years ago. 
After weighing developers’ offers, the county opted in 2021 to fund an $8-million renovation, drawing 
money from recreation impact fees, a transportation trust fund, utility fund, bed tax and general fund. 

• Excess Land: St. Johns County will use the excess 80 acres to build a new fire station and sheriff's 
substation and establish undetermined amenities in a growing southern expanse of a county 2 miles W of 
I-95 and 10 miles W of historic St. Augustine, Fla. This will create more community appeal. 

• Growth: St. Johns County has doubled in population in the last decade as one of Florida’s fastest growing 
counties, annually has the state’s top public schools and ranks as Florida’s healthiest county. There were 
60,000-plus annual rounds prior to renovation. 35% of 2021 rounds were from out of county. 

• Improvement: Aging infrastructure made maintenance financially unsustainable without significant 
capital improvement. Approximately 30 days per year were previously lost to wet conditions, and 
improved drainage will bring that down considerably and upgrade resident water runoff. The course will 
accommodate tournaments and outings. The National Golf Foundation estimates that 80% of course work 
nationally in the past five years has been renovations with a total investment of more than $9 billion. 

• Green fee: To range from $25 for walkers to $60 for out-of-state visitors, an approximate 15% increase. 
 

Contact Ward Clayton, Clayton Communications, jaxclayton123@gmail.com      
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